
RE Progression of Skills and Knowledge - Judaism 

 

Judaism 

Beliefs, teachings and sources Practices and way of life Expression Belonging Meaning, purpose and truth Values and commitments 

EY
FS

 

Listen to significant stories and 
begin to talk about them: 

 Moses 

 Ruth and Naomi 

 David and Goliath 

I can talk about Jewish birthdays 
I can talk about a Synagogue, the 
Torah and key features of a 
synagogue including what people 
wear 

I can use these words: 

 Jew 

 Synagogue 

 Torah 

 Ark 

 Kippah / tallit  

 Rabbis  

 Shabbat – Saturday worship 

I can find out about a Jewish 
family and the things that are 
special to them 

I know that Jews worship on 
Shabbat, this is Friday evening and 
then into Saturday.   

Children will learn Jews value the 
love of God and believe they 
should care for others and have 
good relationships with people.  
They are a very supportive 
community.  

Ye
ar

 1
 

Remember and talk about the 
story of Esther 

I can use these words: 

 Mishloach Manot 

 Mitzvah 

 Esther 

 Hamman  

 Graggers 

 King Ahasuerus 

 Mordecai  

I can say talk about: 

 Purim celebrations 

 Giving gifts 

 Special clothing 

I can talk about any special clothes 
my family and I wear for occasions  

I can talk about the choice and 
decisions in sacred stories  

I can talk about clothes from other 
religions 

Ye
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I know that the meaning of the 
story of Hanukkah is about the 
victory of Judah Maccabee and the 
miracle of the lamp 

I can say what is the same: 

 Compare the celebrations of 

Hanukkah and Christmas 

 Miracle stories 

I can say what these are: 

 Dreidel 

 Gelt 

 Hanukkiah 

 Kosher 

 Latke 

 Menorah 

 Shamash candle  

I can talk about how my family 
celebrate different occasions and 
the traditions we have and 
compare them to others. 

Why is understanding right and 
wrong important to Jews? 
What is the reason for cleaning, 
repairing and rebuilding? 

I can say what I believe to be right 
and wrong and recognise this 
value is important for Jews.   
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I can make links between the 
story, The Seventh Day (creation 
story) and understanding the day 
of rest 

I can talk about Shabbat – day of 
rest, and what this looks like for a 
Jewish family.  I can compare to 
other religious days e.g. Sunday 
for Christians and Friday for Islam 

I can use the right vocabulary: 

 Challah bread 

 Creation 

 Customs 

 Havdalah candle 

 Kiddush cup 

 Shabbat – Sunday 

If you had a whole day of rest 
what would you do?  Why?  

Why is rest important?  Explore 
this answer from their own 
perspective and those of others. 

Why do Jewish families follow 
Shabbat?   
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I can make links between stories 
across religions:  
Moses and the Exodus and the 
Plagues of Egypt – children to 
learn about the significant of 
Passover making links to the 
events in the stories 

I can talk about the rituals of 
Passover and compare the meal of 
Passover to other special 
foods/meals.   

I can use a range of vocabulary: 

 Charoset 

 Exodus 

 Haggadah 

 Seder plate 

 Matzo bread 

 Synagogue  

How do Jews celebrate Passover? Did God help the Israelites?  Is 
there and alternative explanation 
for the plagues in the story? 

Should one person rule another?  
Why do you think Moses tried to 
free the people of Israel?   

Ye
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New Year at the Pier – I can 
explain why Jews perform Tashlich 

I can talk about Rosh Hashanah 
and the food and rituals that take 
place; I can explain the idea of 
forgiveness and repentance. 
 
I can compare a synagogue to 
other places of worship. 

I can use accurate religious 
vocabulary: 

 Ark / mezuzah / tefillin / yad  

 Bimah / ner tamid 

 Kol Nidre / siddur 

 Forgiveness / repentance 

 Shofar  

 Tashlich  

I can discuss how the activities of 
Yom Kippur help Jews to focus on 
God. 

Why is forgiveness and repentance 
importance to Jews?    

Is apologising important? Is it easy 
to say sorry? 

 


