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National Curriculum 
Requirement  

Prior Knowledge 
 

Essential Skills Activities Assessment Vocabulary Suggested 
Investigations 

(Lets Investigate) 

Living Things and 

Habitats 
 

 Recognise that 
living things 
can be 
grouped in a 
variety of ways 

 Explore and 
use 
classification 
keys to help 
group, identify 
and name a 
variety of 
living things in 
their local and 
wider 
environment. 

 Recognise that 
environments 
can change 
and that this 
can sometimes 
pose dangers 
to living 
things. 

 

 

Animals 
 

 Describe the 
simple 
functions of 
the basic parts 
of the 
digestive 

Year 2 Living Things and 

Habitats 
 

 Explore and compare the 
differences between 
things that are living, 
dead, and things that 
have never been alive. 

 Identify that most living 
things live in habitats to 
which they are suited 
and describe how 
different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of 
different kinds of animals 
and plants, and how they 
depend on each other. 

 Identify and name a 
variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats, 
including microhabitats. 

 Describe how animals 
obtain their food from 
plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a 
simple food chain, and 
identify and name 
different sources of food. 

 
Animals 

 

 Identify that animals, 
including humans, need 
the right types and 
amount of nutrition, and 
that they cannot make 
their own food; they get 

 Develop own classification 
keys and assign living 
things to groups, using 
their keys. 

 Sort a wide range of images of 
living things seen at the 
aquarium into groups. Continue 
to sort the images repeatedly, 
using a different grouping 
strategy each time. Group 
digital images onto a 
presentation slide, adding a 
title for each group and 
labelling individual creatures. 
 

Living Things and 

Habitats 
 

 Recognise that 
living things 
can be 
grouped in a 
variety of 

ways. 

Classification, 
creature, animals, 
living things,  
aquatic 
Environment, 
habitat, pollutant 
pollution, 
producers, 
consumers 
predators and 
prey. 

 

 Develop own classification 
keys and assign living 
things to groups, using 
their keys. 

 Use classification keys 
(branching databases) to 
identify creatures that live in 
seas and oceans and sort them 
into groups, including 
cnidarian, mollusc, fish, 
mammal, arthropod, annelid, 
reptile or echinoderm. Watch 
film and documentary footage 
of a range of deep sea 
creatures to observe their 
features and behaviour. 

 

Living Things and 

Habitats 
 
 Explore and 

use 
classification 
keys to help 
group, identify 

and name a 
variety of living 
things in their 
local and wider 
environment. 

 

 Construct a variety of food 
chains and explain what 
would happen if one of 
the parts of the chain 
became ‘unavailable’. 

 Research the food chain of a 
sea creature, using a diagram 
or model to show their findings. 
Use their representation to 
explain where their particular 
creature fits into the food 

chain. Describe it and other 
parts of the food chain as 
producers, consumers, 
predators or prey and consider 
what would happen if any of 
the living organisms in their 
chain became unavailable. 
 

Animals 
 
 Construct and 

interpret a 
variety of food 
chains, 

identifying 
producers, 
predators and 
prey. 
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system in 
humans. 

 Identify the 
different types 
of teeth in 
humans and 
their simple 
functions. 

 Construct and 
interpret a 
variety of food 

chains, 
identifying 
producers, 
predators and 
prey. 

 

nutrition from what they 
eat. 

 Identify that humans and 
some other animals have 
skeletons and muscles 
for support, protection 
and movement. 

 

 Choose appropriate ways 
to record and present 
information, findings and 
conclusions for different 
audiences (e.g. displays, 
oral or written 
explanations). 

 Watch clips from the BBC’s 
Blue Planet series about 
creatures of the deep. As they 
watch, make notes on how 
creatures have adapted for 
survival in this extreme 
environment. Select an 
adaptation from their 
observations and find out 
more. Decide how to present 
their information, making sure 

that it is clear and easy to 
understand. 

 

 Record findings 
using simple 
scientific 
language, 
drawings, 
labelled 
diagrams, 
keys, bar 
charts and 
tables. 

  How does pollution affect habitats? 
 

Pre-investigation tasks 

1. Use a dictionary to find out 
what ‘pollution’ and ‘pollutant’ 
mean. Write your own 
definitions of the words. 

2. Work as a class to discuss 
what pollutants might affect 
rivers, ponds, lakes, seas and 
other bodies of water. What 
do we put down our sinks, 
toilets and drains that might 
be pollutants? Look at a 
range of images of water 
pollution. What do the 
pictures show and what are 
the pollutants in each case? 
Is the pollution always 
visible? Where do the 
pollutants come from? 

Living Things and 

Habitats 

 
 Recognise that 

living things 
can be 
grouped in a 
variety of 
ways. 
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  How does pollution affect 
 

Synopsis 
 

 Children learn about different 
pollutants and their effect on 
the health, growth and survival 
of pondweed. 
 

Investigation 
 

 Children learn about different 
types of pollutants that we 
might find in water. They 
prepare containers with water 
and a pollutant, such as 
detergent, salt or plant 
fertiliser. They also prepare a 
container that is just water. 
The children add small pieces 
of pondweed to every container 
then observe them daily for a 
minimum of two weeks. In that 
time, they take photos and 
record any changes that they 
see. They recognise the threat 
pollutants have on and the 
damage they cause to aquatic 
plants and their habitats. 

 

 Making 
systematic and 
careful 
observations 
and, where 
appropriate, 
taking accurate 
measurements 
using standard 
units, using a 
range of 
equipment, 
including 
thermometers 
and data 
loggers. 

 
 Setting up 

simple practical 
enquiries, 
comparative 
and fair tests. 

 
 Using results to 

draw simple 
conclusions, 
make 
predictions for 
new values, 
suggest 
improvements 
and raise 
further 
questions. 


