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National Curriculum 
Requirement  

Prior Knowledge 
 

Essential Skills Activities Assessment Vocabulary Suggested 
Investigations 

(Lets Investigate) 

Everyday 

Materials 

 Distinguish 
between an 
object and the 
material from 
which it is 
made 

 Identify and 
name a variety 
of everyday 
materials, 
including 
wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, 
water, and 
rock 

 Describe the 
simple physical 
properties of a 
variety of 
everyday 
materials 

 Compare and 
group together 
a variety of 
everyday 
materials on 
the basis of 
their simple 
physical 
properties 

 
 

Year 1 A1 Everyday 

Materials 

 Distinguish between an 
object and the material 
from which it is made 

 Identify and name a 
variety of everyday 

materials, including 
wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock 

 Describe the simple 
physical properties of a 
variety of everyday 
materials 

 Compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of their simple 
physical properties 

 

 Identify the material an 
object made from 
suggesting why it is made 
from that material 

What keeps us dry? 
  

Pre-investigation task 
1. Take your coat into school and 

work as a class to group your 
coats into categories such as 
colour, padding, hood, 
fastenings and texture. Read 
the labels inside the coats then 
group them based on the 
materials they are made from. 

2. Explore a wide range of sheet 
materials, such as foil, oilcloth, 
cotton, felt, netting, fleece, 
nylon, lining paper, towel, 
plastic, hessian, cardboard and 
newspaper. Explore the 
different materials using all of 
your senses and ask if you 
don't know what they are. 
Group the materials according 
to their appearance and simple 
properties, such as stretchy, 
bendy, translucent or rough. 

 

Everyday 

Materials 

 
 Describe the 

simple physical 
properties of a 
variety of 
everyday 

materials. 
 Compare and 

group together 
a variety of 
everyday 
materials on 
the basis of 
their simple 
physical 
properties. 

Absorb, materials, 
properties, 
waterproof, fire, 
damage, change, 
observation, 
compare, variety, 
describe 

 

 Identify the material an 
object made from 
suggesting why it is made 
from that material 

What keeps us dry?  
 

Synopsis 
 

 Children test a range of 
materials to see which are 

waterproof. 
 

Investigation 
 

 In groups, children work 
outside with sheets made from 
different materials. They hold a 
sheet above their head while 
the teacher uses a hosepipe or 

Everyday 

Materials 

 
 Describe the 

simple physical 
properties of a 

variety of 
everyday 
materials. 

 Compare and 
group together 
a variety of 
everyday 
materials on 
the basis of 
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watering can to create 'heavy 
rain'. The children assess how 
well the material kept them dry 
and then repeat the test with 
all of the sheets. 

 

their simple 
physical 
properties. 

 Identify the material an 
object made from 
suggesting why it is made 
from that material 

 Recreate Pudding Lane. Find 
out and list what materials the 
buildings were made from in 
1666 and why. Explain why 
these materials helped the fire 

to spread so quickly. Make 
Tudor-stryle houses from 
cardboard boxes and 
shoeboxes, decorating, painting 
and adding materials to make 
them look authentic. Build the 
famous Pudding Lane bakery. 
Position the houses and the 
bakery in a street scene and 
take photographs to keep. (2 
lessons) 
 

 Distinguish 
between an 
object and the 
material from 
which it is 

made. 

 Show an awareness of 
information in different 
formats. 

 Find an outdoor space and 
recreate Pudding Lane using 
the models the children made 
earlier in the topic. Watch as 
an adult starts a fire in the 
bakery. Take photographs as 
the fire spreads from house to 
house. Answer questions such 
as ‘how quickly did the fire 
spread? Which materials burnt 
the fastest? What was left after 
the fire had completely burnt 
out?’ 

 Beginning to 
use their 
observations 
and ideas to 
suggest 
answers to 
questions. 
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