
Year 4 English Overview Plan by Topic 

Objectives for all units of work. 

-  Investigate and identify key features of different types of text, describing their structure, vocabulary and grammar and how this matches to the purpose of writing. 
- Plan writing across different genres, including structure, content, relevant vocabulary, phrases and features.  
- Evaluate and edit to ensure writing is accurate, including a/an verb agreement, sense, subject/ verb agreement, verb tenses, Standard English for verbs and the accurate 

use of pronouns in sentences.  
- Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements to vocabulary, phrasing and grammatical constructions.  
- Understand Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms (for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done). 
- Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors (capital letters and full stops, commas for lists, fronted adverbials and embedded clauses, apostrophes for contraction and 

possession, exclamation and question marks and punctuation for speech). 
- To identify word classes (prepositions, adverbs, conjunctions, nouns, expanded noun phrases, verbs, adjectives) 
- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophe for contraction and possession accurately 
 

Spelling objectives to be taught across the year (see spelling column for breakdown). 

- Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1): sub / inter / super / anti / auto ; sion / tion / sion / ssion / cian ; ous / or / our 
- Spell further homophones including their / there / they're ; you're / your ; two / too / to; accept / except ; whose / who's (other examples: male / mail ; meddle / medal ; 

rain / reign / rein ; break / brake) 
- Spell all words from the Year 1 / 2 and Year 3/4 word list accurately 
- Use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling and meaning in a dictionary 
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Topic Writing Genre Objectives taught Objectives recapped Spelling CEW 

Road Trip 
USA 

 
7 weeks 

 
 
 

Recount 
(Diary Writing/ 

Letters) 
 

2 weeks 

- Draft and write by using an increasing range 
sentence structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; Lists; 
embedded clauses; fronted adverbials) 

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for 
lists, question marks, exclamation marks, 
apostrophe for contraction and possession 
accurately 

-  

- Year 3 Key Objectives 1. Prefix – mis, 
un, in, dis 

2. Word ending – 
zhuh spelt sure 

3. Alternative 
sound – short 
u spelt ou 

 

Prefixes 
disappear 
disbelieve 

rebuild 
reposition 

 
group 

strange 
strength 
material 

 
 
 

Narrative 
 

Mr Men Road 
Trip 

 
3 weeks 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional phrases) 

- Punctuate speech mostly accurately, 
including punctuation within inverted 
commas and for the reporting clause 

- Draft and write by using an increasing range 
sentence structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; 
Lists; embedded clauses; fronted adverbials) 

- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular, 
regular plural and irregular plural nouns 

- Use a / an correctly  

- Year 3 Key Objectives 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
(Magazine 

Article) 
 

2 weeks 
 

- Draft and write by using simple organisational 
devices in non-narrative material (including 
effective headings and sub-headings) 

- Use fronted adverbials accurately, including 
accurate placement of a comma 

- Draft and write by organising paragraphs 
around a theme 

 
 

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas 
for lists, question marks, exclamation 
marks, apostrophe for contraction 
and possession accurately 

-  
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I Am 
Warrior 

 
7 weeks 

Narrative 
 

A Roman 
Adventure 

 
2-3 weeks 

- Draft and write by using an increasing range 
sentence structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; 
Lists; embedded clauses; fronted adverbials) 

- Draft and write by organising paragraphs 
around a theme 

- Draft and write by creating plots in narratives 
- Use fronted adverbials accurately, including 

accurate placement of a comma 

- Use a / an correctly 
- Use the possessive apostrophe for 

singular, regular plural and irregular 
plural nouns 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional 
phrases 

 
 

1. Prefix – auto 
2. Suffix – ly 
3. Prefix – inter 
4. Homophones 

ough  
enough 
though 

although 
thought 
through 

 
therefore 

caught 
naughty 
forwards 

 
Recount 

(Diary Writing) 
 

1-2 weeks 

- Draft and write by using an increasing range 
sentence structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; Lists; 
embedded clauses; fronted adverbials) 

- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular, 
regular plural and irregular plural nouns 

- Draft and write by using an increasing 
range sentence structures (MC; MC 
SC; SC MC; Lists; embedded clauses; 
fronted adverbials) 

- Use fronted adverbials accurately, 
including accurate placement of a 
comma 

 
 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
(Leaflet or 

Information 
Book) 

 
2-3 weeks 

- Use expanded noun phrases to both convey 
complicated information concisely and to 
describe within narrative writing, including 
the use of prepositional phrases 

 

- Draft and write by organising 
paragraphs around a theme 

- Draft and write by using an increasing 
range sentence structures (MC; MC 
SC; SC MC; Lists; embedded clauses; 
fronted adverbials) 

- Draft and write by using simple 
organisational devices in non-
narrative material (including effective 
headings and sub-headings) 
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Burps, 
Bottoms 
and Bile 

 
6 weeks 

Narrative 
 

Demon Dentist 
 

2 weeks 

- Draft and write by using an increasing range 
sentence structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; 
Lists; embedded clauses; fronted adverbials) 

- Draft and write by creating settings and 
characters, using adjectives, expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional phrases 
appropriately to describe 

- Develop cohesion within writing by choosing 
nouns or pronouns appropriately and 
through use of a range of conjunctions 
 

- Use fronted adverbials accurately, 
including accurate placement of a 
comma 

- Use a / an correctly 
- Use the possessive apostrophe for 

singular, regular plural and irregular 
plural nouns 

1. Alternative 
sound – ay 
sound spelt 
eigh, ei, ey 

2. Word ending – 
ous 

3. Alternative 
sound – s 
sound spelt sc 

 

ei/ ey/ eigh 
eight 
eighty 
reign 

weight 
height 

 
heart 

experiment 
remember 
February 

 
 

Explanation Text 
 

2 weeks 

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for 
lists, question marks, exclamation marks, 
apostrophe for contraction and possession 
accurately 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional phrases) 

- Draft and write by organising 
paragraphs around a theme 

- Draft and write by using simple 
organisational devices in non-
narrative material (including effective 
headings and sub-headings) 

- Use fronted adverbials accurately, 
including accurate placement of a 
comma 

 
 

Persuasive 
Writing 
(Leaflet) 

 
2 weeks 

- Develop cohesion within writing by choosing 

nouns or pronouns appropriately and 

through use of a range of conjunctions 

- Draft and write by organising 
paragraphs around a theme 

- Draft and write by using an increasing 
range sentence structures (MC; MC 
SC; SC MC; Lists; embedded clauses; 
fronted adverbials) 

- Use fronted adverbials accurately, 
including accurate placement of a 
comma 
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Traders 
and Raiders 

 
6 weeks 

 

Recount 
 

1 week 

 - Draft and write by using an increasing 
range sentence structures (MC; MC 
SC; SC MC; Lists; embedded clauses; 
fronted adverbials) 

- Use the possessive apostrophe for 
singular, regular plural and irregular 
plural nouns 

- Use expanded noun phrases to both 
convey complicated information 
concisely and to describe within 
narrative writing, including the use of 
prepositional phrases 

- Develop cohesion within writing by 
choosing nouns or pronouns 
appropriately and through use of a 
range of conjunctions 

1. Word ending 
– zhun spelt 
sion 

2. Prefix – il, un, 
in, mis, dis 
(revision) 

3. Alternative 
sound – c 
sound spelt 
que/ g sound 
spelt gue 

 

tion/sion 
mention 
occasion 
position 

possession 
possess 
question 

 
knowledge 

knowledgeable 
particular 
popular 
calendar  
regular 

 
 

Narrative 
 

Odd and the Frost 
Giants/ Viking 

Myths 
 

3 weeks 

- Draft and write by creating settings and 
characters, using adjectives, expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional phrases 
appropriately to describe 

- Use expanded noun phrases to both convey 
complicated information concisely and to 
describe within narrative writing, including 
the use of prepositional phrase 

 

- Draft and write by using an increasing 
range sentence structures (MC; MC 
SC; SC MC; Lists; embedded clauses; 
fronted adverbials) 

- Draft and write by creating plots in 
narratives 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
(Newspaper 

Report) 
 

2 weeks 

 - Develop cohesion within writing by 
choosing nouns or pronouns 
appropriately and through use of a 
range of conjunctions 

- Draft and write using a varied and 
rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases, adverbs and 
prepositional phrases) 
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Blue Abyss 
 

6 weeks 
 
 

Persuasion 
(Letter) 

 
1 week 

 - Draft and write by organising 
paragraphs around a theme  

- Use fronted adverbials accurately, 
including accurate placement of a 
comma 

- Develop cohesion within writing by 
choosing nouns or pronouns 
appropriately and through use of a 
range of conjunctions 

 
 

1. Homophones 
2. Prefix – ir (to 

words 
beginning with 
r) 

3. Suffix – ion 

unstressed vowels 
different 
favourite 
interest 
library 

ordinary 
separate 

 
quarter 

sentence 
special  

promise 
 
 

Kenning Poems 
 

1 week 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional phrases) 

- Use expanded noun phrases to both convey 
complicated information concisely and to 
describe within narrative writing, including 
the use of prepositional phrases 

 
 

 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
(Information 

Text) 
 

2 weeks 

 Draft and write by using simple 
organisational devices in non-narrative 
material (including effective headings and 
sub-headings) 
Develop cohesion within writing by 
choosing nouns or pronouns 
appropriately and through use of a range 
of conjunctions 
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Narrative 
 

Rainbow Fish 
 

2 weeks 

 - Draft and write by creating plots in 
narratives 

- Use expanded noun phrases to both 
convey complicated information 
concisely and to describe within 
narrative writing, including the use of 
prepositional phrases 

- Draft and write by using an increasing 
range sentence structures (MC; MC 
SC; SC MC; Lists; embedded clauses; 
fronted adverbials) 

- Draft and write by creating settings 
and characters, using adjectives, 
expanded noun phrases, adverbs and 
prepositional phrases appropriately 
to describe 

- Develop cohesion within writing by 
choosing nouns or pronouns 
appropriately and through use of a 
range of conjunctions 
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Potions 
 

7 weeks  
 

(1 week at 
the end of 
the year = 

letter 
writing to 

new 
teacher). 

 

Narrative 
 

Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s 

Stone 
 

3 weeks 

 - Use expanded noun phrases to both 
convey complicated information concisely 
and to describe within narrative writing, 
including the use of prepositional phrases 

- Draft and write by creating settings and 
characters, using adjectives, exp. noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional 
phrases app. to describe 

- Develop cohesion within writing by 
choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately 
and through use of a range of conjunctions 

- Use the possessive apostrophe for 
singular, regular plural and irregular plural 
nouns 

Revision of 
spelling patterns. 

Revision of CEW 
 
 

Nonsense Poetry 
 

1 week 
 

 - Draft and write using varied and rich 
vocabulary (including exp. noun phrases, 
adverbs and prepositional phrases)  

- Use expanded noun phrases to both 
convey complicated information concisely 
and to describe within narrative writing, 
including the use of prepositional phrases 

Explanation Text 
(Making a Potion) 

 
2 weeks 

 - Draft and write by using simple 
organisational devices in non-narrative 
material (including effective headings and 
sub-headings) 

- Use expanded noun phrases to both 
convey complicated information concisely 
and to describe within narrative writing, 
including the use of prepositional phrases 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases, adverbs and prepositional 
phrases) 

 


