
Year 5 English Overview Plan by Topic 

 

Objectives for all units of work. 

- Explore text types and key features. 
- Plan language and features that match the purpose of the writing, drawing on reading and research (including characters and settings in narrative) 
- Evaluate and edit the accuracy of their own and others' writing, proposing changes to vocabulary, spelling, grammar and punctuation 
- Evaluate and edit the effectiveness of their own and others' writing, proposing changes to content, including vocabulary, sentence construction, grammar and 

punctuation, to enhance writing 
- Evaluate and edit to ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural; correct use of tense; distinguishing between the language of speech 

and writing and choosing the appropriate register 

Spelling objectives to be taught across the year (see spelling column for breakdown). 

- Use some prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them (including: dis / de / mis / over / re / co / anti ; -ant / -ent / -ancy / -ency / -ance / -ence / -
able / -ible / -fer) 

- Spell some words with 'silent' letters (for example, knight, psalm, solemn) 
- Distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused (as listed in English Appendix 1, including aloud / allowed; effect / affect; whose / who's; 

were / we're / where / wear; desert / dessert; father / farther; guest / guessed) 
- Identify parts of words linked to their morphology and etymology and group words accordingly 
- Use the first three letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary. Use a thesaurus to suggest alternative words that match the context 

appropriately 
- Spell all words from the Year 3 / 4 spelling list and some words from the Year 5 / 6 spelling list accurately. 
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Topic Writing Genre Objectives taught Objectives recapped Spelling CEW 

Beast 
Creator 

Narrative 
 

Tuesday 
 

3 weeks 
 
 
 

- Write appropriately in order to entertain, 
using appropriate formality: tense, 
language, grammatical structures and 
features 

- Draft and write to describe settings and 
characters appropriately in relation to 
purpose and audience (including the use of 
expanded noun phrases) 

- Use a variety of features to achieve 
atmosphere within writing: similes, 
metaphors and personification; repetition; 
appropriate vocabulary choices. 

- Use capital letters; full stops; exclamation 
marks; question marks; commas for lists 
and for fronted adverbials; ' for 
contractions and possession correctly 

Year 4 Key Objectives  1. Silent letters – 
b 

2. Letter string – 
ough 

3. Word ending – 
ible 

 

double letters 
accompany 
according 
appreciate 
attached 

accommodate 
appreciative 
aggressive 

suggest 
recommend 
opportunity 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
 

Non-fiction text 
 

2 weeks 
 

- Draft and write by using organisational and 
presentational devices to structure text and 
to guide the reader (including headings, 
sub-headings and bullet points) 

- Write appropriately in order to inform, 
using appropriate formality: tense, 
language, grammatical structures and 
features 

- Indicate grammatical and other features by 
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing 

- Use capital letters; full stops; exclamation 
marks; question marks; commas for lists 
and for fronted adverbials; for contractions 
and possession correctly 

Year 4 Key Objectives 
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Persuasive 
Writing 

 
2 weeks 

 
 

- Write appropriately in order to persuade, 
using appropriate formality: tense, 
language, grammatical structures and 
features 

- Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a range 
of cohesive devices: adverbials of time (e.g. 
later), place (e.g. nearby) and number 
(secondly); tense choices (he had seen her 
before); conjunctions 

- Use capital letters; full stops; exclamation 
marks; question marks; commas for lists 
and for fronted adverbials; for contractions 
and possession correctly 

- Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

Star Gazers 
 

7 weeks 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
 

Newspaper 
Report 

 
2 weeks 

 
In topic – diary 

writing linked to 
the Newspaper 

Reports 

- Use relative clauses beginning with who, 
which, where, when, whose, that or with an 
implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 

- Draft and write by using a range of devices 
to build cohesion within paragraphs: 
adverbials (e.g. then, after, firstly), 
conjunctions and pronouns 

- Use capital letters; full stops; exclamation 
marks; question marks; commas for lists 
and for fronted adverbials;  for contractions 
and possession correctly 

- Write appropriately in order to inform, 
using appropriate formality: tense, 
language, grammatical structures and 
features 

- Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

- Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a 
range of cohesive devices: adverbials 
of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 
and number (secondly); tense choices 
(he had seen her before); conjunctions 

 
 
 

1. Homophones 
2. Word ending – 

able 
3. Silent letters – 

t 
 

y making a vowel 
sound 
rhyme 
rhythm 
symbol 
system 
forty 

curiosity 
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Narrative 
 

How the Stars 
Came to Be 

 
not linked to 

topic – Stolen Sun 
 

3 weeks 
 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a range 
of cohesive devices: adverbials of time (e.g. 
later), place (e.g. nearby) and number 
(secondly); tense choices (he had seen her 
before); conjunctions 

- Indicate grammatical and other features by 
using commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity in writing  

- Accurately punctuate speech 
- Use relative clauses beginning with who, 

which, where, when, whose, that or with an 
implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 

- Use capital letters; full stops; exclamation 
marks; question marks; commas for lists 
and for fronted adverbials; ' for 
contractions and possession correctly 

- Use a variety of features to achieve 
atmosphere within writing: similes, 
metaphors and personification; 
repetition; appropriate vocabulary 
choices. 

- Draft and write to describe settings 
and characters appropriately in 
relation to purpose and audience 
(including the use of expanded noun 
phrases) 

Persuasive 
Writing 

 
1 week 

- Indicate grammatical and other features by 
using brackets, dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis 

- Write appropriately in order to 
persuade, using appropriate formality: 
tense, language, grammatical 
structures and features 

- Draft and write by using a range of 
devices to build cohesion within 
paragraphs: adverbials (e.g. then, after, 
firstly), conjunctions and pronouns 

Poetry 
 

Free Verse 
 

1 week 

Six Ways to Look at the Moon – Pie Corbett 
 
- Use a variety of features to achieve 

atmosphere within writing: similes, 
metaphors and personification; repetition; 
appropriate vocabulary choices. 
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Time 
Travellers 

 
6 weeks 

Narrative 
 

Not linked to 
topic – Leon and 

the Place 
Between 

 
2-3 weeks 

 

- Draft and write to describe settings and 
characters appropriately in relation to 
purpose and audience (including the use of 
expanded noun phrases) 

- Indicate grammatical and other features by 
using brackets, dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis 

- Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffixes (e.g. -ate, -ise, -ify) 

- Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility  

- Draft and write by using a range of devices 
to build cohesion within paragraphs: 
adverbials (e.g. then, after, firstly), 
conjunctions and pronouns 

- Use capital letters; full stops; 
exclamation marks; question marks; 
commas for lists and for fronted 
adverbials; ' for contractions and 
possession correctly 

- Accurately punctuate speech 
- Use relative clauses beginning with 

who, which, where, when, whose, that 
or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 
relative pronoun 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a 
range of cohesive devices: adverbials 
of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 
and number (secondly); tense choices 
(he had seen her before); conjunctions 

1. Word ending – 
ibly/ ably 

2. Homophones 
3. Word ending – 

ent 
 

double letters 
embarrass 
excellent 

exaggerate 
especially 
interrupt 

occur 
occupy 

immediate 
immediately 
correspond 

 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
 

Leaflet 
 

1-2 weeks 
 

- Precis passages of text effectively - Write appropriately to inform, using 
appropriate formality: tense, language, 
grammatical structures and features 

- Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate parenthesis 

- Use relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, when, whose, that 
or with an implied relative pronoun 

Discursive Writing 
(should we travel 
through time?) 

 
2 weeks 

 

 - Write appropriately in order to inform, 
using appropriate formality: tense, 
language, grammatical structures and 
features 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a 
range of cohesive devices: adverbials 
of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 
and number (secondly); tense choices 
(he had seen her before); conjunctions 
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Pharaohs 
 

6 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Narrative 
 

Scarab’s Secret 
 

2  - 3 weeks 

- Draft and write by including examples of 
dialogue to convey character and to 
advance the action in narratives  

- Distinguish between the language of speech 
and writing, mostly choosing the 
appropriate register (e.g. using contracted 
forms in dialogues) 

- Draft and write to describe settings 
and characters appropriately in 
relation to purpose and audience 
(including the use of exp noun phrases) 

- Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a 
range of cohesive devices: adverbials 
of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 
and number (secondly); tense choices 
(he had seen her before); conjunctions 

- Draft and write by using a range of 
devices to build cohesion within 
paragraphs: adverbials (e.g. then, after, 
firstly), conjunctions and pronouns 

1. Word ending – 
ence 

2. Alternative 
sound – ee 
sound spelt ei 

3. Homophones 
 

develop 
determined 

familiar 
definite 

awkward 
persuade  
lightning 
ancient 
identity 

guarantee 
 
 
 

Explanation Text 
 

1 – 2 weeks 
 

 - Draft and write by using organisational 
and presentational devices to structure 
text and guide the reader (including 
headings, sub-headings, bullet points) 

- Write appropriately to explain, using 
appropriate formality: tense, language, 
grammatical structures and features 

- Precis passages of text effectively 
- Indicate grammatical and other 

features by using commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 
Newspaper 

Report 
 

2 weeks 

 - Write appropriately to inform, using 
appropriate formality: tense, language, 
grammatical structures and features 

- Use relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, when, whose, that 
or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 
relative pronoun 
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Scream 
Machine 

 
6 weeks 

Poetry 
 

2 weeks 

 - Use a variety of features to achieve 
atmosphere within writing: similes, 
metaphors and personification; 
repetition; appropriate vocabulary 
choices. 

- Write appropriately in order to 
entertain, using appropriate formality: 
tense, language, grammatical 
structures and features 

1. Word ending – 
ant/ ance/ ancy 

2. Word ending –
shus sound 
spelt cious 

3. Word ending – 
shus sound 
spelt tious  

4. Word ending – 
shul sound 
spelt cial/tial 

-ous words 
disastrous 
marvellous 

mischievous 
 

c makes s sound 
before i, e and y 

 convenience 
cemetery 
criticise 
sacrifice 

necessary 
existence 
hindrance 

 
 

Narrative 
 

2 weeks  

 - Indicate grammatical/other features by 
using brackets, dashes or commas to 
indicate parenthesis 

- Use relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, when, whose, that 
or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 
relative pronoun Write appropriately in 
order to inform, using appropriate 
formality: tense, language, 
grammatical structures and features 

- Distinguish between the language of 
speech and writing, mostly choosing 
the appropriate register (e.g. using 
contracted forms in dialogues) 

- Draft and write by including examples 
of dialogue to convey character and to 
advance the action in narratives  
 

Persuasive 
writing – Adverts  

 
2 weeks 

 - Draft and write by using organisational 
and presentational devices to structure 
text and to guide the reader (including 
headings, sub-headings and bullet 
points) 
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- Write appropriately in order to 
persuade, using appropriate formality: 
tense, language, grammatical 
structures and features 
 

Off with 
Her Head  

 
6 weeks 

 

Biographies 
 

2 weeks 

 - Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing  

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a 
range of cohesive devices: adverbials 
of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 
and number (secondly); tense choices 
(he had seen her before); conjunctions 

- Draft and write by using organisational 
and presentational devices to structure 
text and to guide the reader (including 
headings, sub-headings and bullet 
points) 

- Precis passages of text effectively 
 

Revision of 
spelling patterns.  

nearly silent letters 
average 

desperate 
temperature 

frequently 
equipment 

 
-le words 
muscle 
vehicle 

available 
vegetable 

 
neighbour 

 

Recounts – 
Newspaper 

Reports 
 

2 weeks 
 

 - Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

- Use relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, when, whose, that 
or with an implied (i.e. omitted) 
relative pronoun 

- Link ideas across paragraphs using a 
range of cohesive devices: adverbials 
of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. nearby) 
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and number (secondly); tense choices 
(he had seen her before); conjunctions 
 
 
 

Persuasive 
writing - Letters 

 
2 weeks 

 

 - Write appropriately in order to 
persuade, using appropriate formality: 
tense, language, grammatical 
structures and features 

- Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate parenthesis 

- Indicate grammatical and other 
features by using commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

- Draft and write by using a range of 
devices to build cohesion within 
paragraphs: adverbials (e.g. then, after, 
firstly), conjunctions and pronouns 

- Write appropriately in order to inform, 
using appropriate formality: tense, 
language, grammatical structures and 
features 
 

 


