
Year 1 Science Medium-Term Plan The Enchanted Woodland 
 

National Curriculum 
Requirement  

Prior Knowledge 
 

Essential Skills Activities Assessment Vocabulary Suggested 
Investigations 

(Lets Investigate) 

Plants 
 

• Identify and 
name a variety 
of common 
wild and 
garden plants, 
including 

deciduous and 
evergreen 
trees 

• Identify and 
describe the 
basic structure 
of a variety of 
common 
flowering 
plants, 
including trees 

 

Animals 
 
• Identify and 

name a variety 
of common 
animals 
including fish, 
amphibians, 
reptiles, birds 
and mammals 

 

Year 1 A1  

Animals 
 

• Identify and name a 
variety of common 
animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals. 

 

• Identify and name 
common flowers and trees 
found growing in the 
locality. 

• Make friends with a tree. 
Working in pairs, choose a tree 
to befriend. Circle it with their 
arms, smell it, touch its bark 
and take a close look at its 
branches and leaves. Take 
rubbings of its bark, collect a 
few of its leaves and take 
photographs of their tree to 
help with identification. 

Plants 

 
• Identify and 

name a variety 
of common 
wild and 
garden plants, 
including 

deciduous and 
evergreen 
trees. 

•  

Tree, leaves, 
bark, branches, 
plants, evergreen, 
deciduous, 
environment, 
community, local 
area, animals, 
creatures,  
including root, 
stem, stalk, 
leaves, flowers, 
bulb, fruit, seeds 
and trunk, petals, 
dissect 

 

• Identify and name 
common animals from the 
local and wider 
environment. 

• Sit in a quiet wooded area and 
observe bird life. Count how 
many birds and different bird 
types they can see. Talk about 
what they see the birds doing 
in the trees. 

Animals 

 
• Identify and 

name a variety 
of common 
animals 
including fish, 
amphibians, 
reptiles, birds 
and mammals. 
 

• Sort trees in to groups to 
show how those that are 
evergreen and those that 
are deciduous  

• Learn that some trees are 
deciduous and some are 
evergreen. Look at pictures of 
both types of tree and read 
their names. Take a walk 
around the local environment 
to look at peoples’ gardens and 
describe the tree at different 
heights. 

Plants 
 

• Identify and 
name a variety 
of common 
wild and 
garden plants, 

including 
deciduous and 
evergreen 
trees. 
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• Name animals living in a 
range of familiar 
environments such as 
their homes, woodland or 
school grounds. 

• Sort pictures of animals into 
those which live in a woodland 
habitat and those which live in 
their homes and local 
environment. See if they can 
find any that live in both 
places. Find out more by 
reading non-fiction books 
together and independently. 

•  

Animals 
 
• Identify and 

name a variety 
of common 
animals 
including fish, 
amphibians, 
reptiles, birds 
and mammals. 

 

• Identify and name 
common animals from the 
local and wider 
environment. 

• Play the ‘Who am I?’ game. Ask 
their classmates questions to 
work out which animal’s name 
is on their back. 

Animals 
 
• Identify and 

name a variety 
of common 
animals 
including fish, 
amphibians, 
reptiles, birds 
and mammals. 

 

• Identify the basic 
structural parts of 
common flowering plants 
and trees, including root, 
stem, stalk, leaves, 
flowers, bulb, fruit, seeds 
and trunk 
 

• Identify the leaves, flowers, 
petals, seeds, roots and stem 
of a wild flowering plant. 
Dissect and observe them using 
a microscope or hand lens. 
Count the petals or leaves, 
noticing their shape and 
pattern and comparing their 
similarities and differences. 
 

Plants 
 
• Identify and 

describe the 
basic structure 
of a variety of 
common 
flowering 
plants, 
including trees. 
 

• Sort and group objects, 

materials and living 
things, with help, 
according to simple 
observational features. 

• Sort items collected from their 

woodland walk into groups of 
living things, dead things and 
things that have been alive. 
Explain why they have sorted 
them in that way and think of 
other things that could be 
added to these groups  

 

• Beginning to 
identify and 
classify. 
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•  •  • Identify and name 
common flowers and trees 
found growing in the 
locality. 

• Plan wild and woodland flowers 
using seeds and bulbs native to 
woodlands of the UK. Look for 
suitable planting spots – 
shaded areas of the school 
grounds, a hedgerow or under 
the canopy of a large tree. 
 

Plants 
 
• Identify and 

describe the 
basic structure 
of a variety of 
common 
flowering 
plants, 
including trees. 
 

  

•  •  • Care for a growing 
seedling, observing and 
describing its growth. 

• Observe how their wild flowers 
and saplings settle and grow 
after planting. Talk about what 
their plants need to thrive and 
observe and water them 
regularly. Measure their plants 
as they grow or keep a growing 
diary to record changes as they 
happen. 
 

Plants 
 
• Identify and 

describe the 
basic structure 
of a variety of 
common 
flowering 
plants, 
including trees. 

 

 


