
Year 2 Science Medium-Term Plan Wriggle and Crawl Spring 2 
 

National Curriculum 
Requirement  

Prior Knowledge 
 

Essential Skills Activities Assessment Vocabulary Suggested 
Investigations 

(Lets Investigate) 
 

Living Things and 

Habitats 

• Identify and 
name a 

variety of 
plants and 

animals in 

their 
habitats, 

including 
microhabitats 

 

Animals 
 

• Explore and 
compare the 

differences 
between 
things that are 
living, dead, 
and things that 
have never 
been alive. 
 

• Identify that 
most living 
things live in 
habitats to 

which they are 
suited and 
describe how 
different 

Y1 Animals 
 
• Identify and name a 

variety of common 
animals including fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals. 

 
• Identify, name, draw and 

label the basic parts of 
the human body and say 
which part of the body is 
associated with each 
sense 

 
Y2 - Living Things and 

Habitats 

• Identify that most living 
things live in habitats to 
which they are suited 
and describe how 
different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of 
different kinds of animals 
and plants, and how they 
depend on each other 

 

• Define the terms ‘habitat’ 
and ‘micro-habitat’, giving 
examples and identifying 
animals that live in each 
place 

• Explore small trees and bushes 
in their local environment to 
discover what’s hiding in them. 
Work in groups to hold white 
cotton sheet under a bush or 
small tree. Shake the tree or 
bush over the white sheet and 
work quickly to catch the 
minibeasts with spoons, 
pooters and fingers! Use simple 
classification keys or pictures to 
identify species found and 
create a tally chart to record 
the different types and 
frequency. Back in the 
classroom, transfer their data 
to a simple data handling 
program, calculating the total 
number of each creature found 

in the sample area. Use the 
information to produce a 
pictogram or graph. 
 

Living Things and 

Habitats 

• Identify and 
name a variety 
of plants and 
animals in their 

habitats, 
including 
micro-habitats. 

Minibeast, 
environment, 
plant, tree, 
creature, animal, 
sample, habitat, 
specimens, 
record, proboscis, 
nectar, pollen, 
egg, larval, pupa, 
camouflage 

• What is the 
life-cycle of a 
ladybird? 

• Identify the basic needs of 
animals and humans for 
survival, including good 
nutrition and regular 
exercise 

• Think about the creature they 
have seen and explain what 
they think minibests need to 
survive. Complete a table or 
annotate pictures of the 
minibeasts with information 
under the following headings: 
What do I eat and drink? How 
do I breathe? What do I live 
in/under? How do I protect 
myself? 

 

Animals 
 
• Find out about 

and describe 
the basic 
needs of 
animals, 
including 
humans, for 
survival (water, 
food and air). 
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habitats 
provide for the 
basic needs of 
different kinds 
of animals and 
plants, and 
how they 
depend on 
each other. 

 
• Identify and 

name a variety 
of plants and 
animals in 
their habitats, 
including 
microhabitats. 
 

• Describe how 
animals obtain 
their food from 
plants and 
other animals, 
using the 
ideaof a simple 
food chain, 
and identify 
and name 
different 
sources of 
food. 

• Suggest ideas, ask simple 
questions and know that 
they can be 
answered/investigated in 
different ways including 
simple secondary sources, 
such as books and video 
clips. 

• Create a minibeast home to 
enable them to keep, observe 
and care for a range of 
minibests. Collect specimens 
from the local area including; 
snails, worms and slugs. Look 
closely at the minibeats using a 
hand lens. Devise a range of 
questions that can be arranged 
into the following categories: 
those that can be answered by 

immediate observation (‘Are 
the spiders alive?’), those that 
need further observation or 
research (‘Can a worm climb’) 
and those that may require a 
test (‘What is a slug’s favourite 
food’? 
 

• Asking simple 
questions and 
recognising 
that they can 
be answered in 
different ways. 

• Do things in the correct 
order when performing a 
simple test and begin to 
recognise when 

something is unfair. 

• Investigate how far, how fast 
and in which direction snails 
move. Look under and in dark, 
damp places to find snails and 

collect them in plastic tubs. Use 
small dots of nail varnish to 
colour code snails’ shells, 
making sure it doesn’t touch 
their soft, fleshy body. Record 
information about each snail, 
including its size, species and 
any other notable features. 
Release the snails from a single 
location in the playground then 
try and find them again the 
following morning. Mark where 

each one was found on a paper 
map of the playground and 
work out which snail travelled 
the greatest distance, including 
and difference between the 
species. Make a note of any 
snails they couldn’t find. 

•  

• Performing 
simple tests. 
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• Use simple scientific 
language to explain what 
they have found out. 

• Investigate which fruit 
butterflies prefer to eat. Make a 
range of butterfly foods using 
ripe fruit mixed with water and 
sugar. Place the fruit in shallow 
bowls on a sunny are that 
butterflies typically visit. Take it 
in turns to watch the bowls and 
record any butterflies (or other 
minibeasts) that visit, using a 
tally chart. Find out what 

animals eat butterflies, such as 
birds, toads and dragonflies, 
then learn about the creatures 
that, in turn, eat those animals. 
Construct food chains to show 
what they discovered. 
 

• Using their 
observations 
and ideas to 
suggest 
answers to 
questions. 

• Suggest ideas, ask simple 
questions and know that 
they can be 
answered/investigated in 
different ways including 

simple secondary sources, 
such as books and video 
clips. 

• Find out why and how bees 
make honey. Look at video 
footage and images of bees 
using their proboscis to collect 
nectar from flowers. See how 

they get covered in pollen as 
they feed. Identify parts of the 
flower that the bee collects 
pollen and nectar from. Draw a 
diagram and label it with 
captions to explain how bees 
make honey. 
 

• Using their 
observations 
and ideas to 
suggest 
answers to 
questions. 

• Describe the life-cycles of 
some common humans 
and animals. 

• Learn about life-cycle of a 
honey bee or bumblebee, 
including their egg, larval, 
pupal and adult stages. Draw 
the bee’s life cycle in 
diagrammatic form and label 
accordingly, adding short 
captions to explain each stage. 

Animals 

 
• Notice that 

animals, 
including 
humans, have 
offspring which 
grow into 
adults. 
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  • Suggest ideas, ask simple 
questions and know that 
they can be 
answered/investigated in 
different ways including 
simple secondary sources, 
such as books and video 
clips. 

• Find out how a minibeast’s 
appearance can help it avoid 
being eaten. Look at a range of 
camouflaged creatures, such as 
a peppered moth, stick insect 
and shield bug. Describe their 
camouflage and compare them 
with butterflies, ladybirds, 
wasps and hornets, which have 
bright colours and patterns. 
Think about these creatures 

avoid being eaten. 
 

• Using their 
observations 
and ideas to 
suggest 
answers to 
questions. 

 •  

• Name and match animals 
to their offspring. 

• Match pictures of baby and 
adult minibeasts, including 
ladybirds, worms, earwigs, 
moths woodlice and spiders. 
Group the animals according to 
whether or not the babies look 
like their parents. Find out 
more about the life cycle of 
their favourite minibeast. Think 
about why minibeats have such 

different cycles. 

  •  


