
Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
Objectives for 

all units of work. 
- Consider what they are going to write before beginning by writing down ideas, key words and vocabulary 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by re-reading to check their writing makes sense and that verbs are used 

correctly and consistently 
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 
- Demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops 
- Use capital letters for proper nouns 

Spelling 
objectives to be 

taught across 
the year. 

- Spell by segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly and making phonically-plausible 
attempts at others 

- Spell by learning new ways of spelling phonemes, using alternative graphemes (e.g. rain and play) 
- Spell some common homophones and near homophones  (their, there, they're ; here, hear ; bear, bare ; knight, night ; blew, blue) 
- Spell common exception words - Refer to National Curriculum Appendix 
- Spell some words with contracted form (can't, didn't it's, hasn't, couldn't, I'll) 
- Add suffixes to spell nouns correctly (e.g. -ness / -ment) 
- Add suffixes to spell adjectives correctly (e.g. -ful, -less, -er, -est, -y) 
- Add suffixes to turn adjectives into adverbs correctly  (-ly) 
- Apply Year 2 spelling rules and guidance (e.g. soft c: dge, ge; kn, gn; wr; le, el, al, il; y for the ai sound - Refer to National Curriculum appendix) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
Fiction 

Topic Genre/ Text Objective taught through narrative genre. Objectives recapped 

Towers, 
Tunnels and 

Turrets 

Narrative 
 

Journey 
 

- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 
own writing by re-reading to check their writing makes 
sense and that verbs are used correctly and consistently 

- Write simple, coherent narratives about personal 
experiences and those of others (real or fictional)  

 
 

- Year 1 Key Objectives 

Wiggle and 
Crawl 

Narrative 
 

The Very 
Hungry 

Caterpillar 
 

- Write sentences in different forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command 

- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and 
consistently including the progressive form 

- Year 1 Key Objectives 

Muck, Mess 
and Mixtures 

Narrative 
 

George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine 

- Use exclamation marks to punctuate appropriately 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for 

example, the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 

- Use question marks to punctuate questions accurately 
- Use co-ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) to join clauses 
- Understand and use compound words (e.g. whiteboard, 

superman) 
 
 

Land Ahoy 
 

6 weeks 

Narrative 
 

The Pirates 
Next Door 

 
 

- Use apostrophes to show singular possession 
- Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to 

join clauses 
- Write sentences in different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command 
- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and 

consistently including the progressive form 
- Use exclamation marks to punctuate appropriately 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for 

example, the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 

- Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real or fictional)  

- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own 
writing by re-reading to check their writing makes sense and that 
verbs are used correctly and consistently 

-  



Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
Street 

Detectives 
Narrative 

 
Clive and the 

Missing 
Finger 

- Use question marks to punctuate questions accurately 
- Use co-ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) to join clauses 
- Understand and use compound words (e.g. whiteboard, 

superman) 
 
 
 
 

- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own 
writing by re-reading to check their writing makes sense and that 
verbs are used correctly and consistently 

- Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real or fictional)  

 
 

Beachcombers Narrative 
 

Tiddler 

 - Use apostrophes to show singular possession 
- Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to join 

clauses 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, 

the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 
- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and consistently 

including the progressive form 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
 Non-Fiction 

Topic Genre Objective taught through non-fiction genre Objectives recapped 

Towers, 
Tunnels and 

Turrets 
 

Recount - Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 
(e.g. recount, instructions)  

- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 
own writing by re-reading to check their writing makes 
sense and that verbs are used correctly and consistently 

- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and 
consistently including the progressive form 

- Year 1 Key Objectives 

Non-
Chronological 

Reports 

- Use co-ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) to join clauses 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for 

example, the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly)  

- Year 1 Key Objectives 

Wiggle and 
Crawl 

Non-
Chronological 

Report 

- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 
own writing by re-reading to check their writing makes 
sense and that verbs are used correctly and consistently 

- Use exclamation marks to punctuate appropriately 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for 

example, the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly)  

- Year 1 Key Objectives 

Land Ahoy 
 

Letters - Write in the present and past tenses correctly and 
consistently including the progressive form 

- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use question marks to punctuate questions accurately 
- Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to 

join clauses 
- Use apostrophes to show singular possession 

- Write sentences in different forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command 

- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
-  

Recount 
 

Diary 

- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and 
consistently including the progressive form 

- Write sentences in different forms: statement, question, 
exclamation, command 

- Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to 
join clauses 

- Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly (e.g. 
recount, instructions)  

- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own 
writing by re-reading to check their writing makes sense and that 
verbs are used correctly and consistently 

-  



Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
- Use apostrophes to show singular possession 
 
 

Muck, Mess 
and Mixtures 

 

Instructions - Use co-ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) to join clauses 
 

- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, 
the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 

- Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly (e.g. 
recount, instructions)  

-  

Recount 
 

Diary  

-  - Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to join 
clauses 

- Use apostrophes to show singular possession 
- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and consistently 

including the progressive form 
- Use exclamation marks to punctuate appropriately 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, 

the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly)  
-  

Street 
Detectives 

 
 

Recount  - Use exclamation marks to punctuate appropriately 
- Write sentences in different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command 
- Use co-ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) to join clauses 
- Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly (e.g. 

recount, instructions)  
- Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own 

writing by re-reading to check their writing makes sense and that 
verbs are used correctly and consistently 

- Write in the present and past tenses correctly and consistently 
including the progressive form 

- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, 
the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 



Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
Instructions  - Understand and use compound words (e.g. whiteboard, 

superman) 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 

 Persuasive 
Letter 

 - Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own 
writing by re-reading to check their writing makes sense and that 
verbs are used correctly and consistently 

- Use co-ordinating conjunctions (or, and, but) to join clauses 
- Use commas correctly in a list sentence 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, 

the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 

Beachcombers Letter -  - Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, 
the blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly)  

- Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to join 
clauses 

- Use apostrophes to show singular possession 

Recount 
 
 

-  - Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly (e.g. 
recount, instructions)  

- Use question marks to punctuate questions accurately 
- Use subordinating conjunctions (when, if, that, because) to join 

clauses 
- Use apostrophes to show singular possession 

 

 



Year 2 English Overview by Genre 
Poetry 

Topic Genre Objectives taught through poetry genre  Features of the type of poetry. 

Wriggle and 
Crawl 

Riddles - Write simple poetry 
- Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify (for example, the 

blue butterfly or the beautiful, blue butterfly) 

- The poem describes a noun (usually an object), but 
does not name it, i.e. it may describe a tiger as 
striped and furry. 

- The last line usually directly addresses the reader 
and uses a question, e.g. ‘What is it?’ or ‘Can you 
guess what I could be?’  

- The mood of the poem is light-hearted. 
Challenge: 
- Ask children to write a riddle in either first or third 

person. 
- Ask children to use rhyming couplets. 

Beachcombers Haikus E.g. The sky is so blue. (5) The sun is so warm up high.(7) 
I love the summer. (5) 
- The haiku Originates from Japan, and is similar in 

structure to a Tanka poem.  
- The mood of a haiku is generally serious, and can 

relate to many themes, including nature or love.  
- The line structure is as follows: o Line 1: 5 syllables; 

o Line 2: 7 syllables; o Line 3: 5 syllables. (14 in 
total).  

- Each line starts with a capital letter. 
Challenge: 
- Ask children to select rhyming words to end lines 1 

and 3. 
 

 

 

 

 


