
Year 3 English Overview Plan by Topic 

Objectives for all units of work. 

- Investigate and identify key features of different types of text, describing their structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
- Plan writing across different genre, including simple structure, content and relevant vocabulary. 
- Evaluate and edit by beginning to assess the effectiveness of their own and others writing and suggesting improvements to vocabulary and phrasing.  
- Evaluate and edit to ensure writing is accurate including a/an agreement, sense, subject/ verb agreement, the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
- Proof-read for some spelling and punctuation errors (capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, apostrophes for contraction and regular possession, exclamation marks, 

questions marks and inverted commas).  
- Objectives in bold (see below) are in all units of work but specifically taught in the Autumn Term.  

Spelling objectives to be taught across the year (see spelling column for breakdown). 

- Use some prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1): dis / mis / in / re / il / im / ir ; ation / ly / ed / ing / sure / ture. 
- Spell some homophones including their / there / they're ; you're / your ; two / too / to (other examples: whether / weather; missed / mist; peace / piece; groan / 

grown). 
- Spell all words from the Year 1 / 2 list and some words from the Year 3 / 4 word list accurately. 
- Use the first two letters of a word to check its spelling and meaning in a dictionary. 
- Understanding word families based on common words, showing how words are related in form and meaning (for example, solve, solution, solver, dissolve, insoluble). 
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Topic Genre Objectives taught Objectives recapped Spelling CEW 

Predator 
 

7 weeks 

Recount 
 

Diary Writing 
 

(Flat Stanley 
– stand-alone 

unit) 
 

2 weeks 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and 
prepositions).  

- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns. 
- Use capital letter, full stops, commas for lists, 

question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes 
for contractions accurately.  

- Evaluate and edit to ensure writing is accurate 
including sense, subject/ verb agreement, the 
accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 

- Proof-read for some spelling and punctuation 
errors (capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, 
apostrophes for contraction and regular 
possession, exclamation marks, questions marks 
and inverted commas). 

- Key Y2 objectives. 1. Prefix – mis, 
un, in, dis 

2. Word ending – 
zhuh spelt 
sure 

3. Alternative 
sound – short 
u spelt ou 

Split digraphs 
arrive 
decide 

describe 
extreme 

guide 
surprise 

 
length  

important 
earth 

straight 
minute 

 

Narrative 
 

Fantastic Mr 
Fox 

 
3 weeks 

- Draft and organise paragraphs around a theme. 
- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns.  
- Use apostrophes for contractions accurately.  
- Draft and write using an increasing range of 

sentence structures (MC/ MC CoCo MC).  
- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 

because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) 
and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause. 

- Evaluate and edit by beginning to assess the 
effectiveness of their own and others writing and 
suggesting improvements to vocabulary and 
phrasing. 

- Use capital letters, full stops and 
commas for lists. 

- Use question marks 
- Use exclamation marks  
- Use commas for lists 

Information 
Text 

 
2 weeks 

- Draft and write by organising simple paragraphs 
around a theme. 

- Draft and write by beginning to use simple 
organisational divided in non-narrative material 
(including heading and sub-headings). 

- Use capital letter, full stops, commas for lists, 
question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes 
for contractions accurately.  
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Scrumdidli- 
umptious 

 
7 weeks 

Poetry 
Clerihews 

1 week 
(ch. from 

Charlie & the 
Choc 

Factory). 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and 
prepositions).  

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, 
question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes 
for contraction accurately. 

- Reading objectives linked to poetry. 

 1. Prefix – auto 
2. Suffix – ly 
3. Prefix – inter 
4. Homophones 

Suffixes 
accident(ally) 

actually 
occasion(ally) 

probably 
possible 
famous 
various 

 
fruit 

natural 
potatoes 
peculiar 

 

Instructions 
 

1-2 weeks 

- Use a determiner a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel 
sound (for example, a rock, an open box).  

- Use capital letter, full stops, commas for lists, 
question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes 
for contractions accurately.  

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases and prepositions).  

Persuasion 
 

1-2 weeks 
 

- Extend the range of sentences with more than 
one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although.  

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun 
phrases and prepositions).  

- Use pronouns correctly to replace 
nouns. 

- Draft and write by organising simple 
paragraphs around a theme. 

Narrative 
 

Charlie and 
the Chocolate 

Factory 
 

2-3 weeks 

- Draft and write by using a varied and rich 
vocabulary (including expanded noun phrases and 
prepositions).  

- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular and 
regular plural nouns.  

- Draft and write using an increasing range of 
sentence structures (MC SC). 

- Extend a range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions 
including: when, if, because, although. 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) 
and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause. 

- Use a determiner a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel 
sound (for example, a rock, an open box, an hour). 

- Draft and organise paragraphs around 
a theme. 

- Use pronouns correctly to replace 
nouns.  

- Use apostrophes for contractions 
accurately. 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 
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Tribal 
Tales 

 
6 weeks 

Recount 
 

1 week 
 

-  - Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

- Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense (e.g. I 
have walked; she has learned). 

- Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although.  

1. Word ending 
– zhun spelt 
sion 

2. Prefix – il, un, 
in, mis, dis 
(revision) 

3. Alternative 
sound – c 
sound spelt 
que/ g sound 
spelt gue 

 

s sound spelt as c 
(before e/ i/ y) 

bicycle 
centre 

century 
certain 
circle 

consider 
decide 

exercise 
experience 
medicine 

notice 
recent  
history 
woman 
women  
purpose 

 

Letter 
Writing 

 
1 week 

-  - Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

- Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although. 

- Draft and write by using a varied and 
rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases and prepositions).  

Narrative 
 

Stone  
Age Boy 

 
2  weeks 

 

- Understand and write different clause structures 
(built through learning sentence types in previous 
units).  

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) 
and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause.  

- Draft and write by using a varied and 
rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use the possessive apostrophe for 
singular and regular plural nouns.  

- Use pronouns correctly to replace 
nouns.  

- Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense. 

- Use inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech. 

- Draft and write using an increasing 
range of sentence structures. 
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- Extend a range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions including: when, 
if, because, although. 

Information 
Text 

 
2 weeks 

 
 

-  - Draft and write by beginning to use 
simple organisational divided in non-
narrative material (including heading 
and sub-headings). 

- Use a determiner a or an according to 
whether the next word begins with a 
consonant or a vowel sound (for 
example, a rock, an open box, an 
hour).  

- Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although.  
 

Tremors 
 

6 weeks 

Poetry 
 

1 week 
 

Free Verse 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and 
prepositions).  

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, 
question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes 
for contraction accurately. 

Reading objectives linked to poetry. 

-  1. Alternative 
sound – ay 
sound spelt 
eigh, ei, ey 

2. Word ending – 
ous 

3. Alternative 
sound – s 
sound spelt sc 

 

double 
consonants 

address 
appear 
arrive 

different 
difficult 

disappear 
grammar 
occasion 
opposite 
pressure 
suppose 

 

Recount 
 

1 weeks 
 

Escape from 
Pompeii 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) 
and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause. 

Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 

- Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although.  

- Use a determiner a or an according to 
whether the next word begins with a 
consonant or a vowel sound. 
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Newspaper 
Report 

 
2 weeks 

 
Escape from 

Pompeii 
 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) 
and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause. 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich 
vocabulary. 

- Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense (e.g. I 
have walked; she has learned). 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

increase 
island 
learn 
often 

 

Historical 
Narrative 

 
2-3 weeks 

 
Escape from 

Pompeii 

- Draft and write by creating simple plots in 
narratives. 

- Draft and write by creating simple settings and 
characters, using adjectives, expanded noun 
phrases and simple adverbs appropriately to 
describe.  

- Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast 

to the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has 
learned). 

Draft and write using an increasing range of sentence 
structures (SC MC). 

- Draft and write by using a varied and 
rich vocabulary  

- Use the possessive apostrophe for 
singular and regular plural nouns.  

- Extend a range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions including: when, 
if, because, although. 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

Gods and 
Mortals 

 
7 weeks 

Fact Files/ 
Biography 

 

2 weeks 

 - Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although.  

1. Homophones 
2. Prefix – ir (to 

words 
beginning 
with r) 

3. Suffix – ion 

complete 
continue 

early 
guard 
heard 

imagine 
answer 
breath 

breathe 
build 

Letter 
Writing 
1 week 

 - Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense (e.g. I 
have walked; she has learned). 

Diary Writing 
 

1 week 

-  - Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense (e.g. I 
have walked; she has learned). 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
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prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

Narrative 
 

Greek Myths 
for Young 
Children/ 
Helping 
Hercules 

 
3 weeks 

 

Draft and write by creating simple settings and 
characters, using adjectives, expanded noun phrases 
and simple adverbs appropriately to describe. 
  

- Draft and write by using a varied and 
rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Draft and write by creating simple 
settings and characters, using 
adjectives, expanded noun phrases 
and simple adverbs appropriately to 
describe. 

- Draft and write by creating simple 
plots in narratives. 

- Use the possessive apostrophe for 
singular and regular plural nouns. 

 Flow 
 

6 weeks 

Narrative 
 

Wind in the 
Willows 

 
2-3 weeks 

 
 

 - Draft and write by using a varied and 
rich vocabulary (inc. exp. noun 
phrases/prepositions).  

- Draft and write by creating simple 
plots in narratives. 

- Use apostrophes for contractions 
accurately. 

- Use inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech. 

- Draft and write using an increasing 
range of sentence structures. 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

Revision of 
spelling patterns. 

Revision of CEW 

Newspaper 
Report 

 
1-2 weeks 

 

 - Use pronouns correctly to replace 
nouns. 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, 
while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and 
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prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

Poetry - 
Haikus (or 
‘Hokku’) 

 
1 week 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and 
prepositions).  

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, 
question marks, exclamation marks, apostrophes 
for contraction accurately. 

- Reading objectives linked to poetry. 

-  

Diary Writing 
 

1 week 

 - Use pronouns correctly to replace 
nouns. 

- Use the present perfect form of verbs 
in contrast to the past tense (e.g. I 
have walked; she has learned). 

- Extend the range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although.  
 

 


