
Year 3 – English Overview by Genre 
Objectives for 

all units of work. 
- Investigate and identify key features of different types of text, describing their structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
- Plan writing across different genre, including simple structure, content and relevant vocabulary. 
- Evaluate and edit by beginning to assess the effectiveness of their own and others writing and suggesting improvements to vocabulary and 

phrasing.  
- Evaluate and edit to ensure writing is accurate including a/an agreement, sense, subject/ verb agreement, the accurate use of pronouns in 

sentences. 
- Proof-read for some spelling and punctuation errors (capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, apostrophes for contraction and regular 

possession, exclamation marks, questions marks and inverted commas).  
- Draft and write using an increasing range sentence structures (MC; MC SC; SC MC; Lists).  
- To identify word classes (prepositions, adverbs, conjunctions, nouns, expanded noun phrases, verbs, adjectives). 

 

Spelling 
objectives to be 

taught across 
the year. 

- Use some prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1): dis / mis / in / re / il / im / ir ; ation / ly / ed / ing / sure / 
ture. 

- Spell some homophones including their / there / they're ; you're / your ; two / too / to (other examples: whether / weather; missed / mist; peace / 
piece; groan / grown). 

- Spell all words from the Year 1 / 2 list and some words from the Year 3 / 4 word list accurately. 
- Use the first two letters of a word to check its spelling and meaning in a dictionary. 
- Understanding word families based on common words, showing how words are related in form and meaning (for example, solve, solution, solver, 

dissolve, insoluble). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 – English Overview by Genre 
Fiction 

Topic Genre/ Time/ 
Text 

Objective taught through narrative genre. Objectives recapped 

Predator 
 
 

Narrative 
2 weeks 

 
Fantastic Mr Fox 

 

- Draft and organise paragraphs around a theme. 
- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns.  
- Use apostrophes for contractions accurately.  
- Draft and write using an increasing range of sentence structures (MC/ 

MC CoCo MC).  
- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs 

(then, next, soon, therefore) and prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

- Evaluate and edit by beginning to assess the effectiveness of their 
own and others writing and suggesting improvements to vocabulary 
and phrasing. 

 
 

- Use capital letters, full stops and commas for lists. 
- Use question marks 
- Use exclamation marks  
- Use commas for lists 

Scrumdidli- 
umptious 

 

Narrative 
2 weeks 

 
Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory 

- Draft and write by using a varied and rich vocabulary (including 
expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular and regular plural nouns.  
- Draft and write using an increasing range of sentence structures (MC 

SC). 
- Extend a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 

wider range of conjunctions including: when, if, because, although. 
- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs 

(then, next, soon, therefore) and prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause. 

- Use a determiner a or an according to whether the next word begins 
with a consonant or a vowel sound (for example, a rock, an open box, 
an hour). 

 
 
 

- Draft and organise paragraphs around a theme. 
- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns.  
- Use apostrophes for contractions accurately. 
- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 

because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 



Year 3 – English Overview by Genre 
Tribal Tales 

 
 

Narrative 
2 weeks 

 
Stone Age Boy 

- Understand and write different clause structures (built through 
learning sentence types in previous units).  

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs 
(then, next, soon, therefore) and prepositions (before, after, during) to 
express time and cause.  

- Draft and write by using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular and 
regular plural nouns.  

- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns.  
- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 

the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 
- Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
- Draft and write using an increasing range of sentence 

structures. 
- Extend a range of sentences with more than one 

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions 
including: when, if, because, although. 

 
 

Tremors Historical 
Narrative 
2 weeks 

 
Escape from 

Pompeii 

- Draft and write by creating simple plots in narratives. 
- Draft and write by creating simple settings and characters, using 

adjectives, expanded noun phrases and simple adverbs appropriately 
to describe.  

- Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

(e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 
- Draft and write using an increasing range of sentence structures (SC 

MC). 

- Draft and write by using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular and 
regular plural nouns.  

- Extend a range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions 
including: when, if, because, although. 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 
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Gods and 
Mortals 

Narrative 
 

Greek Myths for 
Young Children/ 
Helping Hercules 

 - Draft and write by using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Draft and write by creating simple settings and 
characters, using adjectives, expanded noun phrases 
and simple adverbs appropriately to describe. 

- Draft and write by creating simple plots in narratives. 
- Use the possessive apostrophe for singular and 

regular plural nouns.  
 
 
 

Flow 
 
 

Narrative 
 

Wind in the 
Willows 

 

Draft and write by creating simple settings and characters, using 
adjectives, expanded noun phrases and simple adverbs appropriately to 
describe.  

- Draft and write by using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Draft and write by creating simple plots in narratives. 
- Use apostrophes for contractions accurately. 
- Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
- Draft and write using an increasing range of sentence 

structures. 
- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 

because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 

 
-  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 – English Overview by Genre 
 Non-Fiction 

Topic Genre Objective taught through non-fiction genre Objectives recapped 

Predator 
 
 

Recount - Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns. 
- Use capital letter, full stops, commas for lists, question marks, 

exclamation marks, apostrophes for contractions accurately.  
- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

(e.g. I have walked; she has learned).  
- Evaluate and edit to ensure writing is accurate including sense, 

subject/ verb agreement, the accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 
- Proof-read for some spelling and punctuation errors (capital letters, 

full stops, commas for lists, apostrophes for contraction and regular 
possession, exclamation marks, questions marks and inverted 
commas). 

 
 
 

 

Information Text 
 

see book list on 
Cornerstones 

- Draft and write by organising simple paragraphs around a theme. 
- Draft and write by beginning to use simple organisational divided in 

non-narrative material (including heading and sub-headings). 
- Use capital letter, full stops, commas for lists, question marks, 

exclamation marks, apostrophes for contractions accurately.  
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Scrumdidli- 
umptious 

 

Instructions - Use a determiner a or an according to whether the next word begins 
with a consonant or a vowel sound (for example, a rock, an open box, 
an hour).  

- Use capital letter, full stops, commas for lists, question marks, 
exclamation marks, apostrophes for contractions accurately.  

 
 
 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

 

Persuasion 
 

- Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 
wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although.  

 
 
 
 
 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns. 
- Draft and write by organising simple paragraphs 

around a theme. 
 

Tribal Tales 
 
 

Recount 
 

1 week 
 

 - Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 

- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 

- Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although.  

Letter Writing 
 

1 week 

 - Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 

- Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although. 

- Draft and write by using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions). 
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Information Text 
 

 - Draft and write by beginning to use simple 
organisational divided in non-narrative material 
(including heading and sub-headings). 

- Use a determiner a or an according to whether the 
next word begins with a consonant or a vowel sound 
(for example, a rock, an open box, an hour).  

- Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although.  

 

Tremors 
 

Recount 
 

Escape from 
Pompeii 

Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause. 

- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 

- Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although.  

- Use a determiner a or an according to whether the 
next word begins with a consonant or a vowel sound 
(for example, a rock, an open box, an hour). 

 
-  

Newspaper 
Report 

 
Escape from 

Pompeii 

Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs (then, 
next, soon, therefore) and prepositions (before, after, during) to express 
time and cause. 

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 
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Gods and 
Mortals 

 
 

Fact files/ 
Biography 

 
 

 - Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although.  
 

Letter Writing  - Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 

Diary Writing  - Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 
the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 

Flow 
 
 

Newspaper 
Report 

 - Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns. 
- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 

because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 

 Diary Writing  - Use pronouns correctly to replace nouns. 
- Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 

the past tense (e.g. I have walked; she has learned). 
- Extend the range of sentences with more than one 

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although.  

- Use conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so, 
because), adverbs (then, next, soon, therefore) and 
prepositions (before, after, during) to express time 
and cause. 
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Poetry 

Topic Genre Objectives taught through poetry genre (including reading objectives) Features of the type of poetry. 

Scrumdidli- 
umptious 

 

Clerihews 
 

(About characters 
from Charlie and 

the Chocolate 
Factory).  

- Draft and write using a varied and rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases and prepositions).  

- Use capital letters, full stops, commas for lists, question marks, 
exclamation marks, apostrophes for contraction accurately. 

- Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction (myths/legends, classics, 
fairy tales, mystery, stories from other cultures, traditional tales etc.), 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

- Identify and discuss words and phrases that capture their interest 
- Recognise some different forms of poetry 
- In an age-appropriate text, develop their understanding by reading 

around unknown words, beginning to make sense of words in context 
- Consider authors' choices of language 
- Identify and summarise the main ideas from a section of a text 

- A clerihew is four lines in length, and includes 
rhyming couplets (AABB).  

- The subject of the poem is typically a character who 
is named on one of the lines. 

- The mood of this type of poem is comic.  
 
E.g. Mr Smith wears a wig, But for his head it’s rather big. 
In windy weather he was careless. Now Mr Smith’s head 
is hairless. 

Tremors 
 
 

Free Verse - Free verse does not follow a set syllable pattern or 
rhyme scheme.  

- It may be written on a range of themes. 

Flow 
 
 

Haikus (or 
‘Hokku’) 

- The haiku Originates from Japan, and is similar in 
structure to a Tanka poem.  

- The mood of a haiku is generally serious, and can 
relate to many themes, including nature or love.  

- The line structure is as follows: o Line 1: 5 syllables;  
- Ask children to select rhyming words to end lines 1 

and 3. Fairlawn Primary School Poetry Curriculum 
2015-16 6 I love the summer. (5) o Line 2: 7 syllables; 
o Line 3: 5 syllables. (14 in total).  

- Each line starts with a capital letter. 
- E.g. The sky is so blue. (5) The sun is so warm up 

high.(7) 
 


