
 

Reading Progression for Expected Outcomes 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Decoding and 
Word Reading 

• Read individual 

letters by saying 
the sounds for 

them. 

• Blend sounds 
into words, so 

that they can 

read short 
words made up 

of known letter- 
sound 

correspondence. 

• Read some 
letter groups 

that each 

represent one 
sound and say 

sounds for 
them. 

• Read a few 

common 

exception words 
matched to the 

school’s phonic 
programme. 

• Read simple 

phrases and 
sentences made 

up of words with 

known letter- 
sound 

correspondences 
and, where 

necessary, a few 

exception 
words. 

• Recognise 

alternative 
sounds for 

appropriate 
graphemes 

• Respond 

speedily to 

the correct 
sound to 

grapheme for 
all 40+ 

phonemes 

• Read 
accurately by 

blending 

sounds using 
GPCs already 

taught 

• Read 
common 

exception 

words 

• Read words 
containing 

suffixes s, es, 
ing, ed, er 

and est 

• Read words 
of more than 

one syllable 

• Read 

contractions 

• Read aloud 
accurately 

books that 
are consistent 

• Sound out 

most 
unfamiliar 

words 
accurately, 

without 

undue 
hesitation 

• Recognise 

speedily 
alternative 

sounds for 
graphemes 

• Read 

accurately 

words of 2 or 
more syllables  

• Read words 

containing 
common 

suffixes e.g. -

ly, -ful, -less, 
-ness, -ment 

• Read Year 1 

and Year 2 
common 

exception 
words 

• Read with a 

level of 

fluency which 
allows focus 

on 
understanding 

rather than 

decoding (90 

• Read age-

appropriate non-
fiction texts 

fluently at a 
speed of 90 - 

100 words per 

minute 

• Read age-
appropriate 

fiction texts 
fluently at a 

speed of 90 - 
100 words per 

minute 

• Apply their 

knowledge of 
root words, 

prefixes and 
suffixes 

(morphology 

and etymology), 
as listed in 

English 
Appendix 1 to 

read age-

appropriate 
texts aloud 

• Read further 

exception 
words, 

recognising the 
unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling 
and sound 

• Read age-

appropriate non-
fiction texts 

fluently at a 
speed of 100-

120 words per 

minute 

• Read age-
appropriate 

fiction texts 
fluently at a 

speed of 100-
120 words per 

minute 

• Apply their 

knowledge of 
root words, 

prefixes and 
suffixes 

(morphology 

and etymology), 
as listed in 

English 
Appendix 1 to 

read age-

appropriate 
texts aloud 

• Read further 

exception 
words, 

recognising the 
unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling 
and sound 

• To read age-

appropriate 
non-fiction texts 

fluently at a 
speed of 120-

140 words per 

minute 

• To read age-
appropriate 

fiction texts 
fluently at a 

speed of 120-
140 words per 

minute 

• Apply their 

knowledge of 
root words, 

prefixes and 
suffixes 

(morphology 

and 
etymology), as 

listed in English 
Appendix 1 to 

read age-

appropriate 
texts aloud 

• To read age-

appropriate 
non-fiction texts 

fluently at a 
speed of 140-

160 words per 

minute 

• To read age-
appropriate 

fiction texts 
fluently at a 

speed of 140-
160 words per 

minute 

• Apply their 

growing 
knowledge of 

root words, 
prefixes and 

suffixes 

(morphology 
and 

etymology), as 
listed in English 

Appendix 1 to 

read age-
appropriate 

texts aloud 



 

• Say a sound for 
each letter in 

the alphabet 

and at least 10 
digraphs. 

• Read words 

consistent with 
their phonic 

knowledge by 

sound- blending. 
• Read aloud 

simple 

sentences and 
books that are 

consistent with 
their phonic 

knowledge, 

including some 
common 

exception 
words. 

 

 
 

 
 

with their 

developing 

phonic 
knowledge 

 

words per 

minute) 



 

Range of 

reading 
• Use and 

understand 

recently 

introduced 
vocabulary 

during 
discussions 

about stories, 

non- fiction, 
rhymes and 

poems and 
during role play. 

 

• Listen to and 
discuss texts 

which are 

beyond that 
which they 

can read 
independently 

 

• Listen to and 
discuss texts 

which are 

beyond that 
which they 

can read 
independently 

•  

 

• Listen to, read 
and discuss a 

range of fiction 

(myths/legends, 
classics, 

fairytales, 
mystery, stories 

from other 

cultures, 
traditional tales 

etc), poetry, 
plays, non-

fiction and 
reference books 

or textbooks 

• Read books for 

a range of 
purposes, 

including some 
that are 

structured in 

different ways 
 

• Listen to, read 
and discuss a 

range of fiction 

(myths/legends, 
classics, 

fairytales, 
mystery, stories 

from other 

cultures, 
traditional tales 

etc), poetry, 
plays, non-

fiction and 
reference books 

or textbooks 

• Read books for 

a range of 
purposes, 

including those 
that are 

structured in 

different ways 
 

• Read and 
discuss an 

increasingly 

wide range of 
fiction 

(myths/legends, 
classics, 

fairytales, 

mystery, stories 
from other 

cultures, 
traditional tales 

etc), poetry, 
plays, non-

fiction and 

reference books 
or textbooks 

• Read and 
discuss an 

increasingly 

wide range of 
fiction 

(myths/legends, 
classics, 

fairytales, 

mystery, stories 
from other 

cultures, 
traditional tales 

etc), poetry, 
plays, non-

fiction and 

reference books 
or textbooks 

Familiarity 
with texts 

• Demonstrate 

understanding 
of what has 

been read to 

them by 
retelling stories 

and narratives 
using their own 

words and 

recently 
introduced 

vocabulary. 

• Anticipate 
(where 

appropriate) key 

• Become 

familiar with 
vocabulary 

used in fairy 

tales including 
particular 

characteristics 

• Re-read 
books to build 

up fluency 

and 
confidence 

 

• Become 

familiar with 
and re-tell 

traditional 

stories 

• Re-read 
books to build 

up fluency 

• Identify themes 

across a range 
of age-

appropriate 

texts 

• Orally retell 
stories they 

have read or 
heard 

 

• Identify themes 

across a range 
of age-

appropriate 

texts 

• Identify the 

purpose of 
different 

structures in a 

text 

• To identify 
themes across 

a range of age-
appropriate 

texts 

• Make 

comparisons 
within and 

across books 

• Explain the 

purpose and 
effect of 

different 

structures in a 
text 

• To identify 

themes across 
a range of age-

appropriate 

texts 

• Make 
comparisons 

within and 
across books 

 



 

events in 

stories. 

Poetry and 
Performance 

• Use and 

understand 
recently 

introduced 
vocabulary 

during 

discussions 
about stories, 

non- fiction, 
rhymes and 

poems and 
during role play. 

• Recognise 

and join in 
with 

predictable 
phrases 

• Appreciate 

rhymes and 

poetry and 
learn some by 

heart 

• Recognise 

and join in 
with simple 

recurring 
literary 

language in 

stories and 
poems 

• Learn a 

selection of 
poems by 

heart and 
perform 

appropriately 

 

• Recognise 

different forms 
of poetry 

• Recognise 

different forms 
of poetry 

  



 

Word 

meanings  
• Use and 

understand 

recently 

introduced 
vocabulary 

during 
discussions 

about stories, 

non- fiction, 
rhymes and 

poems and 
during role play. 

 

• Discuss word 

meanings and 

linking new 
meanings to 

those they 
already know 

 

• Discuss and 

clarify 

meanings of 
words 

• Use a dictionary 

to check the 

meaning of 
words they have 

read 
• In an age-

appropriate text, 

develop their 
understanding 

by reading 
around unknown 

words, 
beginning to 

make sense of 

words in context 
• From given 

choices, identify 
suitable 

synonyms for 

new words 
• In an age-

appropriate text, 
develop their 

understanding 
of unfamiliar 

vocabulary by 

drawing on 
existing 

morphological 
and 

etymological 

knowledge, 
allowing them to 

make sense of 
new words they 

meet 

 

• Use a dictionary 

to check the 

meaning of 
words they have 

read 
• In an age-

appropriate text, 

develop their 
understanding 

by reading 
around unknown 

words, allowing 
them to make 

sense of words 

in context 
• From given 

choices, identify 
suitable 

synonyms for 

new words 
• In an age-

appropriate text, 
develop their 

understanding 
of unfamiliar 

vocabulary by 

drawing on 
existing 

morphological 
and 

etymological 

knowledge, 
allowing them to 

make sense of 
words in context 

 

• In an age-

appropriate 

text, develop 
their 

understanding 
by reading 

around 

unknown 
words, allowing 

them to make 
sense of words 

in context 
• In an age-

appropriate 

text, develop 
their 

understanding 
of unfamiliar 

vocabulary by 

finding 
appropriate 

synonyms, 
allowing them 

to make sense 
of words in 

context 

• In an age-
appropriate 

text, develop 
their 

understanding 

of unfamiliar 
vocabulary by 

drawing on 
existing 

morphological 

and 
etymological 

knowledge, 

• In an age-

appropriate 

text, develop 
their 

understanding 
by reading 

around 

unknown 
words, allowing 

them to make 
sense of words 

in context 
• In an age-

appropriate 

text, develop 
their 

understanding 
of unfamiliar 

vocabulary by 

finding 
appropriate 

synonyms, 
allowing them 

to make sense 
of words in 

context 

• In an age-
appropriate 

text, develop 
their 

understanding 

of unfamiliar 
vocabulary by 

drawing on 
existing 

morphological 

and 
etymological 

knowledge, 



 

allowing them 

to make sense 

of words in 
context 

 

allowing them 

to make sense 

of words in 
context 

 



 

Understanding • Demonstrate 
understanding 

of what has 

been read to 
them by 

retelling stories 
and narratives 

using their own 

words and 
recently 

introduced 
vocabulary. 

• Re-read books 

to build up their 
confidence in 

word reading, 

their fluency and 
their 

understanding 
and enjoyment. 

 

• Checking the 

text makes 

sense and 
self-correcting 

as 
appropriate 

• Link reading 

to own 
experiences 

 
 

• Self-correct 

inaccurate 

reading 
• Ask questions 

about the text 
• Compare 

stories and 

make links 
between texts 

 

• Identify and 

summarise the 

main ideas from 
a section of a 

text 

• Identify and 

summarise the 

main ideas from 
a text or section 

of a text 

• Summarise the 

main ideas from 

a section of a 
text 

• Distinguish 
between 

statements of 

fact and opinion 

• Summarise the 

main ideas from 

a section of a 
text  

• Summarise the 
main ideas from 

the whole of a 

text 
• Distinguish 

between 
statements of 

fact and opinion 
 



 

Inference • Anticipate 

(where 

appropriate) key 
events in stories 

• Make 

inferences on 

the basis of 
what has 

been said and 
done 

 

• Discuss and 

justify 

opinions 
about a text 

• Make 
inferences 

using 

information in 
the text 

 

• In an age-

appropriate text, 

infer characters' 
feelings and 

thoughts from 
what they have 

said 

• In an age-
appropriate text, 

infer characters' 
feelings and 

thoughts from 
their actions 

• In an age-

appropriate text, 

infer characters' 
feelings and 

thoughts from 
what they have 

said 

• In an age-
appropriate text, 

infer characters' 
feelings and 

thoughts from 
their actions 

• In fiction texts, 

justify 
inferences with 

evidence 
 

• In an age-

appropriate 

text, infer 
characters' 

feelings and 
thoughts from 

their actions 

• From given 
evidence, such 

as specific 
vocabulary, 

make 
inferences 

about a 

character or 
relationship 

between 
characters 

• In an age-

appropriate 

• In an age-

appropriate 

text, infer 
characters' 

feelings and 
thoughts from 

their actions 

• In an age-
appropriate 

text, infer 
characters' 

feelings and 
thoughts from 

interaction 

between 
characters, 

including 
dialogue  

• From given 

evidence, such 



 

 text, infer 

details about a 

setting  
• In non-fiction 

texts, justify 
inferences with 

evidence 

• In fiction texts, 
justify 

inferences with 
evidence 

 

as specific 

vocabulary, 

make 
inferences 

about a 
character or 

relationship 

between 
characters 

• In an age-
appropriate 

text, infer 
details about a 

setting  

• From given 
evidence, such 

as specific 
vocabulary, 

make 

inferences 
about a setting 

• In non-fiction 
texts, justify 

inferences with 
evidence 

• In fiction texts, 

justify 
inferences with 

evidence 
 



 

Prediction • Anticipate 

(where 

appropriate) key 
events in stories 

• Discuss the 

title and 

make 
predictions 

 

• Make simple 

predictions on 

what has 
been read so 

far 
 

• Predict what 

might happen in 

a fiction text 
from details 

stated 

• Predict what 

might happen in 

a fiction text 
from details 

stated 

• Predict what 

might happen 

in a fiction text 
from details 

stated 

• Predict what 

might happen 

in a fiction text 
from details 

stated  
• Predict what 

might happen 

in a fiction text 
from details 

implied 
 

Authorial 
Intent 

   • Consider 

authors' choices 
of language 

• Consider 

authors' choices 
of language 

 

• Explain how 
language, 

including 
figurative 

language, is 

used to impact 
on a reader 

• Explain how 
language, 

including 
figurative 

language, is 

used to impact 
on a reader 

 

Non-fiction / 
Retrieval  

  • Understand 
and use the 

features of a 
non-fiction 

text 

 

• Retrieve and 
record 

information from 
non-fiction texts 

 

• Retrieve and 
record 

information from 
non-fiction texts 

 

• Retrieve and 
record 

information 
from non-fiction 

texts 

• Retrieve key 
details from a 

fiction text 
 

• Retrieve and 
record 

information 
from non-fiction 

texts 

• Retrieve key 
details from a 

fiction text 
• Retrieve 

information to 
distinguish 

between true 

and false 
statements in 

fiction and non-
fiction texts 



 

Discussing 

Reading 
• Use and 

understand 

recently 

introduced 
vocabulary 

during 
discussions 

about stories, 

non-fiction, 
rhymes and 

poems and 
during role play. 

• Take turns 
when 

discussing 

events and 
characters 

from the book 

• Explain and 
discuss what 

has happened 

in a story 
which has 

been read to 
me 

• Discuss the 
sequence of 

events in a 

story 

• Explain and 
discuss the 

main points of 
a text 

•  

• Identify and 
discuss words 

and phrases that 

capture the 
reader's interest 

 

• Identify and 
discuss words 

and phrases that 

capture the 
reader's interest 

  

 

 

 
  


